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PREFACE  ix 

letters,  or  journals  recounting  what  they  saw  and  did. 
I  have  endeavored  to  tell  the  story  as  they  understood 
it  without  bias  or  elaboration.  For  the  completion 
of  this  task  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to 
the  officials  of  the  Bancroft  Collection  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  California,  of  the  Public  Library  at  Los  Angeles, 
the  Oregon  Historical  Society  at  Portland,  the  L.D.S. 
Historian's  Office  at  Salt  Lake  City,  the  Crerar,  New- 
berry, and  Public  libraries  of  Chicago,  and  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  who  have  rendered  me  patient  and 
ungrudging  service.  I  am  also  deeply  indebted  to  my 
brother,  Seymour  Coman,  and  to  my  generous  friend, 
Katharine  Lee  Bates,  who  read  the  proof  and  con- 
tributed many  valuable  hints  as  well  as  unfailing 
sympathy  and  encouragement. 

KATHARINE  COMAN. 
Thb  Scarab, 

Wellkblby,  August  12, 1912. 
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THE  SPANISH  OCCUPATION  (1642-1846) 
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the  latter.  By  a  wise  combination  of  firmness  and 
justice,  the  Canadians  had  conserved  the  native 
races  and  utilized  their  skill  as  hunters.  The  Rus- 
sians on  Bodega  Bay  had  been  equally  successful,  for 
the  Indians  fled  from  the  thraldom  of  the  missions  and 
the  cruel  mercies  of  the  Valtejos  to  find  food  and  fair 
wages  at  Fort  Ross. 

Seventy-five  years  of  Spanish  occupation  had 
failed  to  develop  the  latent  resources  of  California. 
The  kijos  del  pais  were  content  to  subsist  off  the  spon- 
taneous products  of  their  fertile  soil  and  genial  cli- 
mate, taking  no  pains  to  improve  upon  nature,  even 
allowing  the  orchards  and  vineyards  and  wheat  fields 
cultivated  by  the  padres  to  dwindle  and  perish  from 
neglect. 


>  v. 


J.It  22  1753-  *±ir  ^.vKai  rtsrrr ?cacbed  an  aim  of 
v.*  Pa-rii:  z^lt  Care  ilexes.  wr«e  the  leader  in- 
vx\*f*i  Li*  Lis  i^-i  ie  ii^e  az>i  the  voids  "from 
Car.aca  by  la^ri  "  •:  r.  &  c«a:  rock  on  which  the  men 
?jv:  taker.  r*zi~izz  frm.  the  hassSe  stives.  Mackeuie 
/':•.  irzAfi  :rr^r.^dia:elj  to  his  duties  at  Fort  Chippe- 
vyari.  and  do:  till  nine  years  later  did  the  English 
fEovCTnment  offer  the  tribute  of  knighthood  to  the 
man  who  had  twice  crossed  the  Continent  and  deter- 
mined  the  boundaries  of  British  America. 
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Bridger  on  the  Black  Fork  of  Green  River.  This 
famous  frontiersman  knew  at  first  hand  the  vast 
Cordilleran  wilderness  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
Rio  Grande  and  from  the  Gila  to  the  Columbia. 
"With  a  buffalo-skin  and  a  piece  of  charcoal,  he  will 
map  out  any  portion  of  this  immense  region,  and 
delineate  mountains,  streams,  and  the  circular  valleys 
called  'holes/  with  wonderful  accuracy."  w  Their 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  Far  West  gave  the  "moun- 
tain men"  an  advantage  in  the  selection  of  settlement 
sites,  and  when  the  pioneer  farmers  arrived  on  the 
ground  they  usually  found  some  old  trapper  or  trader 
squatting  on  the  most  fertile  and  best  watered  land. 
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than  thirty  leagues  without  finding  any  water.  All  these  preparations 
have  been  insufficient  in  some  years  to  enable  them  to  escape  from  the 
cunning  of  the  oentUes  (Apaches)."  — Pino,  Noiicias,  71-72.    a 

>•  Coues,  Pike,  II,  563. 

"  Coues,  Pike,  II,  606. 

»  Coues,  Pike,  II,  607. 

"•  Coues,  Pike,  II,  608,  611. 

17  Coues,  Pike,  II,  685. 

»  Coues,  Pike,  II,  740. 

»  Coues,  Pike,  II,  740-741. 

»  Coues,  Pike,  II,  656. 

«  Coues,  Pike,  II,  675. 

Pedro  Pino,  Noiicias  historicas  y  estadtsHcos  de  la  antiqua  provincia  del 
Nuevo  Mexico. 

m  Gregg,  Commerce  of  the  Prairies,  I,  333. 

u  That  this  was  an  Indian  contrivance  is  proved  by  the  discovery  of  the 
ueo  in  the  extinct  villages  of  the  Gila  River  valley. 

*  Gregg,  Commerce  of  the  Prairies,  I,  338. 

*  Pattie,  Personal  Narrative,  145. 

*  Gregg,  Commerce  of  the  Prairies,  I,  289. 

"  Gregg,  Commerce  of  the  Prairies,  I,  322-324. 

"  The  first  census  taken  in  New  Mexico,  that  of  1827,  reported  a  popu- 
lation of  43,433,  and  the  following  category  of  occupations :  agricultural 
laborers,  6588;  day  laborers,  2475;  artisans,  1237;  merchants,  93; 
schoolmasters,  17;    scholars,  18. 

The  wealth  of  the  province  was  estimated  in  its  cattle  as  follows: 
cattle,  5000,  valued  at  $40,000 ;  sheep  and  goats,  240,000,  valued  at  $120,- 
000 ;  horses,  550,  value  $5500 ;  mules  2150,  value  $53,750 ;  mares,  300, 
value  $2400. 

In  1840  the  population  was  reckoned  at  55,403. — Pino,  Revised 
Noiicias. 

"  Shea,  Discovery  and  Exploration,  26,  28. 

*  Joliet's  journal  was  lost  by  shipwreck  as  he  descended  the  St.  Law- 


«  Cox,  La  Salle,  I,  26. 

m The  king's  commission  empowered  La  Salle  to  explore  "the  western 
part  of  New  France,"  "  through  which  it  was  probable  a  road  may  be 
found  to  penetrate  to  Mexico."  The  ultimate  aim  of  the  expedition 
may  have  been  the  silver  mines  of  New  Biscay  (Nueva  Viscaya). 
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m  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark ,  II,  113. 

"  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark,  II,  147. 

■  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark,  II,  149-150. 

»  Thwaites,  Lewu  and  Clark,  II,  209. 

"  There  were  no  wild  hones  in  this  region.  The  few  which  seemed 
masterless  bore  marks  of  having  been  trained  to  the  saddle,  some  of  them 
showing  the  brand  of  the  Spanish  ranchman  from  whom  they  were  bought 
or  stolen.  Spanish  bits,  bridles,  and  saddles  were  not  uncommon  among 
the  Shoshones,  though  saddles  and  stirrups  were  reserved  for  the  use  of 
women  and  old  men.  A  halter  of  twisted  hair  and  a  small  leather  pad 
secured  by  a  leather  girth  were  sufficient  equipment  for  a  warrior. 

n  Thwaites,  Lewu  and  Clark,  II,  380. 

«  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark,  III,  73,  74. 

»  Thwaites,  Lewu  and  Clark,  III,  78. 

M  Thwaites,  Lewu  and  Clark,  IV,  192-193.  An  Indian,  Hunter  John, 
who  remembered  seeing  the  Lewis  and  Clark  party,  lived  near  Port 
Angeles  until  1912. 

u  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark,  TV,  176-177. 

"  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark,  IV,  238. 

"  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark,  V,  390. 

*•  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark,  V,  394. 

99 Clark's  description  of  a  Schenectady  boat,  i.e.  bateau:  Length, 
thirty  feet,  width  eight  feet,  pointed  bow  and  stern,  flat  bottom,  rowed  by 
six  oars  only.  "Being  wide  and  flat  they  are  not  Subject  to  the  dangers 
of  roleing  Sands."  —  Thwaites,  Lewis  and  Clark,  V,  390. 

«  Coues,  Pike,  I,  202. 

«  Coues,  Pike,  I,  133. 

«  Coues,  Pike,  I,  156. 

«  Coues,  Pike,  I,  156. 

«  Coues,  Pike,  I,  247-254. 

Chaptbb  III 

1  E.g.  Augusts  Chouteau  of  St.  Louis  was  granted  exclusive  right  to 
trade  with  the  Osages,  and  built  a  post  on  the  Missouri  in  1796  which  he 
called  Carondelet. 

»  Biddle,  Lewis  and  Clark,  III,  290. 

•  Chittenden,  III,  Appendix  B,  902. 

4  He  argued  that  this  flourishing  commerce  should  not  be  ''left  to  the 
adventurers  of  the  United  States,  acting  without  regularity  or  capital  or 
the  desire  of  conciliating  future  confidence,  and  looking  only  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  moment."  See  also  Archibald  Campbell,  "  A  Voyage  round 
the  World"  (1806-1812),  London  Quarterly  Review,  October,  1816. 
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Sonora  Pass  and  the  Merced  River  made  his  way  to  the  Pacific.  The 
furs  taken  in  Bonneville's  various  expeditions  were  not  sufficient  to  pay 
the  wages  of  his  men  and  he  presented  no  report  to  the  War  Department. 
He  made  no  discoveries,  since  the  country  he  traversed  was  well  known 
to  the  fur  traders ;  but  his  map  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  while  not  so 
accurate  as  that  already  published  by  Gallatin,  is  of  great  interest  and 
far  better  known.  Bonneville's  chief  claim  to  fame  is  the  delightful 
and  sympathetic  account  of  his  wanderings  transcribed  for  the  press  by 
Washington  Irving. 

M  A  pack  was  made  up  of  sixty  pelts  and  weighed  approximately  one 
hundred  pounds.  The  fur  sold  for  $5  a  pound  in  St.  Louis  and  $7  to  $8  in 
New  York. 

M  Fremont,  Second  Expedition,  144-145. 

»  Stansbury,  Expedition  to  Great  Salt  Lake,  35. 

"  N.  J.  Wyeth,  Report  on  the  Fur  Trad*,  1839. 

17  American  Historical  Review,  14 :  73. 
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